
Models of Mobility
Systemic Differences, Path Dependencies, Economic, Social and Environmental 
Impact (1900 to tomorrow)
A  w o r k s h o p  o r ga n i z e d  j o i n t l y  b y  t he  G e r m a n  H i s t o r i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  (GH I), W as h i n g t o n  D C ,  t he  
C a na d i a n  C e n t re  f o r  G e r m a n  an d  E u r o pean  S t u d i es  (CC G ES), an d  t he  Sc h u l i c h  Sc h o o l  o f  
B u s i ness, Y o r k  U n i v e rs i t y, T o r o n t o

C o n v e ne rs: M a t t h i as  K i p p i n g  (Schu l i c h), C h r i s t i n a  K r a e n z l e  (CC G E S), an d  C h r i s t i n a  L u b i n s k i  
(GH I)

T o  be he l d  at Y o r k  U n i v e rs i t y  o n  23 an d  24 M a r c h  20 1 2

T h e re  a re c o n t i n u i n g  de ba tes ab o u t  t he  bes t  w a y s  t o  t ra ns p o r t  pe o p l e  an d  g o o ds  b o t h  o v e r  sh o r t  
an d  l o n g  d i s ta n ces i n  a w o r l d  m a r k e d  b y  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h, i n c r eased u r b a n i z a t i o n, an d  –a f t e r  a  
b r i e f  c r i s i s-i n d u ce d  h i a t us–  g r o w i n g  t ra de  f l o w s. T h ese  c o n ce r n  b o t h  t he  de v e l o p e d  ec o n o m i es,  
w h i c h  st r u g g l e  t o  m o d e r n i ze  an d  i n te g ra te  t he i r  ag i n g  i n f r as t r u c t u r es  an d  re d u ce  t he  
en v i r o n m e n ta l,  soc ia l  an d  ec o n o m i c  c os t  o f  m o b i l i t y,  an d  t he  e me r g i n g  ec o n o m i es  t ha t  o f t e n  
ha v e  t o  b u i l d  ne w  t ra ns p o r t a t i o n  s ys te ms  f r o m  sc ra t c h  t r y i n g  t o  acc o m m o da te  ra p i d  g r o w t h  an d  
c ha n g i n g  use r p re f e re n ces.

B u i l d i n g  o n  p re v i o us  e f f o r t s  b y  t he  C C G E S  f o c us i n g  o n  ‘a u t o m o b i l i t y ’,  t h i s  w o r k s h o p  t r i es  t o  
p u t  t hese  de ba tes  i n t o  a  b r o a de r  h i s t o r i c a l  an d  c o m pa ra t i v e  c o n te x t,  b y  l o o k i n g  at  t he  w a y  
d i f f e re n t  m o d e l s  o f  m o b i l i t y  e me r ge d  an d  de v e l o pe d  i n  E u r o pe  an d  N o r t h  A m e r i c a  s i n ce  1 900.  
T h e  be g i n n i n g  o f  t he  20 t h ce n t u r y  w as  c h osen  as t he  p o i n t  o f  de pa r t u re, be cause at  t he  t i m e  t he  
e x i s t i n g  w a t e r- an d  ra i l w a y s  sta r te d  t o  be  c o m p l e m e n te d  an d  subseq ue n t l y  r i v a l l e d  b y  m o t o r  
v e h i c l es, w h i c h  w e r e  g i v i n g  a ne w  sense t o  r oa ds, an d  b y  a i r  p l a nes. T h e  sa me  pe r i o d  a ls o  sa w  
t he f i r s t es ta b l i s h m e n t  o f  l a r ge-sca le u r ba n  t ra ns p o r t  ne t w o r k s.

T h e  w o r k s h o p  i n t e n ds  t o  l o o k  i n  pa r t i c u l a r  a t  h o w  v a r i o us  ac t o rs,  na m e l y  i n d us t r y,  use rs  an d  
p o l i c y-m a k e rs shape d s ys te ms t ha t d i f f e r e d a l o n g  a n u m be r  o f  d i m e ns i o ns, i n c l u d i n g  f o r  e xa m p l e  
p u b l i c  v s. p r i v a te  o w n e rs h i p  an d  o pe ra t i o n, i n d i v i d u a l  v s. c o m m u na l  f o r m s  o f  t ra ns p o r t a t i o n. I t  
a ls o  w a n ts  t o  e xa m i n e  t he  e x te n t  t o  w h i c h  t hese  i n i t i a l  m o d e l s  m i g h t  ha v e  c rea te d  pa t h  
de pe n de n c i es i n  te r ms o f  tec h n o l o g y, p h y s i ca l  i n f r as t r u c t u r e an d  c u l t u ra l  p re f e r e n ces t ha t  l i m i t e d  
su bseq ue n t  c h o i c es  an d,  l as t  b u t  n o t  l eas t,  t o  assess  t he  ec o n o m i c,  soc ia l  an d  en v i r o n m e n t a l  
i m p a c t  t hese d i f f e re n t  m o d e l s o f  m o b i l i t y  ha d  t hen  an d  c o n t i n ue t o  ha v e n o w. T h e  w o r k s h o p  w i l l  
i n c l u d e a pa ne l  d i s c uss i o n  a m o n g  p ra c t i t i o n e rs ab o u t  p oss i b l e f u t u r e scena r i os, b o t h  i n  de v e l o p e d  
an d  e me r g i n g  ec o n o m i es.

T h o se i n te res te d  i n  p resen t i n g  a pa pe r  at  t h i s  w o r k s h o p  sh o u l d  sen d  a 1 ,000-w o r d  abs t ra c t  an d  a  
o ne-pa ge  C V  t o  B ae r be l  T h o m as  (b.t h o m as @ g h i-d c.o r g ) b y  1 5  O c t o be r  20 1 1.  Pape rs  w i t h  an  
i n t e r na t i o na l  an d/or  c o m pa ra t i v e  d i m e ns i o n  a re  pa r t i c u l a r l y  en c o u ra ge d.  D e c i s i o ns  w i l l  b e  
an n o u n ce d  b y  30 N o v e m be r  20 1 1  an d  f u l l  pa pe rs need  t o  be c o m p l e te d  b y  3 1  Jan ua r y  20 1 2. T h e  
o r ga n i ze rs w i l l  pa y  t he c hea pes t p oss i b l e a i r f a re an d  l o ca l  c os ts f o r  a l l  pa r t i c i p a n ts.
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